Isocrates 2.11-14
AGE Ch. 36

Political theory thrived in fourth-century BCE Greece. While the political writings of Plato
and Aristotle are more often read and studied today, Isocrates was also an influential and
respected intellectual on political thought at the time. Among Isocrates’ writings is an open
letter to Nicocles, then the ruler of the island of Cyprus. The letter offers general principles
for training a king. In this section, he focuses on preparing a king mentally.
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&yvola —as 1) stupidity

aywviloual compete, struggle

aywvioTris —oU 6 competitor, rival

&BAov —ou 16 labor

axkpoaTrs —ouU 6 listener

&v marks a hypothetical situation
AavénTos —ov ignorant

&meipos —ov inexperienced, unacquainted
with

dokéw train

&oknTrjs —ou 6 athlete

atipdons “you should dishonor”
PaoikevoovTa (ace sg) one who will be king
yévoio “you can become”

ytyvou command “become”

Yuuvalw exercise

YUHvAsiov —ou TO exercise

Biakeloco command “fixate”

didvola —as 1) intellect

Blowikrioovta (acc sg) one who will manage
Suvdpevos —n —ov powerful, having power
Suvn ~ Svaoal

duoTtuxia —as 1) bad luck

¢vBupoUnevos —n —ov internalizing
¢muéAeia —as 1) diligence

gppcolevos —n —ov earnest, vigorous
gudokiucY -oloa —6v famous

evepyeTelv benefit

euprikapev (1st pl perfect) “we have found”
nyfoaio “you would believe”

Nuepdw tame

Bnpiov —ou Té beast, animal

kaTayveds (2nd sg aorist) render judgment
kp1Trs —oU 6 judge, critic

udAiota especially

uaAAov more

yeTaméumouv command “send for”

véule command “believe”

olov as

ofou command “think”

8mes so that, in order that

boos —a —ov (as much) as

8oovTep as much as

Taidevois —ecos 1) education

Taviyupis —ews 1) assembly
TapakAnBeins “you could be comforted”
Tapaokevale command “prepare”
Tapwv —6vTos 6 someone present
mAnoiale command “stay near”

Tpoéxw surpass, exceed

mpooéxw turn to

mpoorikel it belongs to, concerns
TpooTA&TTw command

coploTrs —ou 6 intellectual

ToloUTos —auTn —otUTo of the same kind (as)
ToooUTos —auTn —ouTto as much (as); so
great (...cos = that)

UmoTibnu advise

PpoOvIHOS —1 —ov smart

weeArjoapev “we can help”



