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The Greeks developed the basics of their alphabet by modifying the Phoenician alphabet in
the eighth century BCE. In fourth-century BCE Athens, the version of the Greek alphabet
that you are reading became standard, and the cultural impact of writing was a hot topic.
Plato, at the end of his dialogue called Phaedrus, dramatizes a conversation about writing
between Socrates and Phaedrus. Socrates relates a legend from Egypt about the god Ammon
wanting to bestow writing to the Egyptians because it improves memory and wisdom. Plato
has Socrates critique this claim about the benefits of writing.
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2. Aewdv ydép tou, & Paidpe, TOUT Exel ypar, Kai cos aAnbads uotov
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&yvool ~ &yvoel < &dyvoéw be ignorant of

Auuwv —wvs 6 Ammon

auuves ward off

&v marks a hypothetical situation
avépouat ask

&mag once, one time

a¥ “on the other hand...”

aUTeos just as it is

BéBaios —a —ov secure

Ponbds —ou o help, assistance
Yéuol ~ yéuel < yéuco be full of
ypaei “it is written”

86Eais “you might think”

gQu ~ el

elpnTai perfect passive for Aéyw
éxyovos —ov born from, descendant
¢matcw perceive, understand
¢mioTauon perceive, understand
eUmfeia —as 1) simplistic honesty
Cwypapia —as 1) painting

f ~ ¢0Tl

kaTalAeimw leave behind
kuAwdécw roll

Aodopéwo abuse, wrangle
pavteia —as 1) prophecy
otouat think

Stav ~OTe

T vt “really” “in reality”
oUkoUv Sets up an expectation to agree
TavTtaxou everywhere

v entirely

Tapadéxoual receive

mAéov more, rather
TAnuueAéw be out of tune
mou somehow

mpoorikel “it belongs to”
oeuvds —1j —év holy, reverent
onuaive give a sign

TaUuTOV = TO aUTOV
Utropnvriokeo recall



