Aeschylus Persians 384-407
AGE Ch. 45

The oldest complete work to survive in Classical Attic Greek is also the oldest surviving
complete script of a play in the world. Persians by Aeschylus was originally performed in 472
BCE. This tragedy dramatizes what it was like for Persian royalty to receive news of their
defeats by the Greeks. This reading comes from a gripping report by a Persian messenger,
who narrates the Battle of Salamis in 479 BCE, the decisive naval victory for the Greeks.
Although written as if told by a Persian, Aeschylus himself had fought at this battle, so it
seems that this is a rare first-hand account of one of the turning points in world history. The
scene begins at dawn:

Kal vUE éxcopet, kou uaA’ EAAveov oTpatods

kpupaiov ékrAouv oudauii kabioTaTo:

¢tel ye pévtol Aeukdmeolos nuépa m&oav

KQTEOXE Yaiav eUPeYYT|s idelv, TTp&TOV

uev nxi kéAados EAAveov mépa

HOATINBOV evupriunoev, épbiov & dua

avtnAdAale vnolTidos TETpas

NXwW, poPos d¢ maot BapPBdapols mapiiv

YVOUNS ATTOOPAAEICIV: OU Yap o5 QUYT)

To&v’ épuuvouv oepvov “EAAnves ToTE,

AAN’ &5 pdxnv OpUGVTES EUWUX BpdoEL.

OAATYE & Ut TAVT ékelv’ émépAeyev:

eUBUs B¢ kO TN Pobiddos EuvenBoAT

€maioav GAunv Bpuxiov ék keAeUpaTos.

Bodds B¢ mAvTES Noav EkPavels ideiv-

TO Bef10V UEV TTPEOTOV EUTAKTWS KEPAS

MYeiTo K6oUw, deuTepov & 6 Tas oTOAOS

emegexcOpel, Kai Tapijv Spol kAU

ToAANY Porjv: ") maides EAARveov, TTe

¢AeubepouTe TaTpid’, EAeubepolTe Bt

Taidas yuvaikas Beddv Te TaTPwV €31

Brikas Te Tpoydvwv: viv, UTIEP TTAVTWV, &Y V.

kal unv map’ nuav TMepoidos yAdoons pdbos
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UtmnvTtiale, KoUkéT v péAAew axur.



axur -fis 1 peak, point, climax

&Aun —ns 1) seawater

avtalaAdle shout back
amoopdAAw stagger away from (+ gen.)
auTr -fis 1) shout, battle cry

Ponj -fis 1y shout, cry

Bpuxios —a —ov bellowing

yaia —as 1) earth

Be€1ds —& —dv right

g€dos —ous TS seat, foundation
gkmAous —ouUs 6 launch, a sailing out
¢kpavris —¢s visible

¢Aeubepdo free

¢mekxcopéco advance next

¢meAéyw inflame

gUtdkTos —ov well-ordered, orderly
eUPEYYT]s —€s Very bright

eupnuéw make a righteous sound
eU\Uxos —ov spirited

¢pupvéc sing a hymn

nyéouat lead

fxc —oUs 1) echo

Brikn —ns R case, tomb

Bods —& —dv quick

Bpdoos —ous 6 boldness

kal ufv this phrase introduces a new topic in
conversation

kata-éxw hold down, spread around
kéAados —ou 6 noise

kéAevpa —aTos 16 call

képas —aTtos T6 horn, wing

kAUw hear

KOUKET = Kal OUKETI

kpupaios —a —ov hidden

ko1 —1s 1) handle (of an oar)
AeukdmreoAos —ov white-horsed
noATnddv like a song

vnoiTns —dogs 1) islander

EuvepBoAr -fis 1 simutaneous throwing in
5uot in the same place

Taudv -&vos 6 paean, a victory song to a god
8pbios —a —ov straight up

Spud hurry

ou8aur nowhere, no way

Taicw strike

Tdpa As the accent indicates, this
preposition takes a preceding object.
Tatp@os —a —ov father’s, hereditary
TTepoikds —ois —ikév Persian
mpdyovos —ou 6 ancestor

pdébios —1&dos —ov rushing sound
pdBos —ovu 6 a rushing sound
odAmy¢g —yyos 1 trumpet

oeuvds —1 —év sacred

otéAos —ou 6 expedition, army
oTpaTéds —oU O army

umavTialw encounter

puyT in hasty retreat

Xwpéw move



