Aeschylus Seven against Thebes 245-63
AGE Ch. 41

The play Seven against Thebes by Aeschylus dramatizes the battle between the two sons of
Oedipus, Polynices and Eteocles for control of the city of Thebes. Polynices and an army
headed by warriors from Argos (the “seven” of the title) are besieging the city, where
Eteocles is mounting a defense. In one scene, Eteocles has an argument with a chorus of
Theban women, as the attack begins. This section is a type of dialogue called in Greek
“stichomythia,” where two parties exchange single lines in rapid fire.

Xoépos

Kal urv akovw Yy’ ITMKGY ppuaydTwy.
EteoxAns

U1} vuv dkovouo’ Eupavads dkou’ &yav.

Xo. oTével mOAopa yiibev cos kukAoupéveov.
Et. oukolv &’ &pkel TAOVSE BouAelew mépl.
Xo. 8¢doik’, dpayuods & ¢v muAais dpéAAeTal.
Et. o olya undev téovd’ épeis kaTd TTOAW;
Xo. @ EuvTéAeia, un mpodads TupywuaTa.

Et. oUk, &5 pbSpov, oryddo’ dvaoxrion Tade;
Xo. Beol ToATTal, urj ue SouAeias Tuxeiv.

ET. aUTn ot Soulols k&ué kal Taoav TéAw.
Xo. & maykpates ZeU, Tpéyov eis éxBpous BéAos.
ET. & ZeU, yuvaikdv olov cdomaocas yevos.

Xo. poxbnpdv, comep &vdpas, cov GAG TOAIS.
Et. maAwoTtouels al Biyydvouo’ dyaAudtwy;
Xo. ayuxia yap yAdooav apmdlel pdPos.
Et. aitoupéve pot kolgov i doing TéAos,

Xo. Aéyors &v cos TéxioTa kal Tay elcoual.
Et. olynoov, & tédAawa, un eidous poPe.

Xo. oryé- ouv &AAois Teicopal TO pdpoipov.



&yaAua —atos Té statue

&yav too much

aAD ~ £dAw < dAiokoual cf. aipéw dva—éxco
hold back

apayuds —ou 6 clashing

dpkéw be strong enough

apmale snatch

ayuxia —as 1 lack of courage

PéAos —ous Té dart, spear

ye intensifies and sharpens the previous
word

yiibev from the earth

d¢édoika I am afraid

doins “you would grant”

SoulAela —as 1 slavery

Souldw enslave

gioopatr “I will know” fut. < oida

gngavris —¢s visible

¢s pBSpov “To hell with you!” (literally “into
ruin”

Bryydveo touch

immkds —1j —4v related to horses

kai ufv this phrase introduces a new topic in
conversation

KAUE = Kai Eué

koUpos —n —ov light

KukASw encircle

Aéyors “you could say”

uépoiuos —n —ov fated

pox6bnpods —& —év worn out

vuv NOWwW

EuvTéAela —as 17 assembly (addressing
statues of gods on stage)

olov exclamation: “What a...!”

oUkoUv Sets up an expectation to agree
4mdaleo make as attendants

opéAAw increase

TaykpaTtrs —¢s all-powerful
TaAwoTouéw talk back, mouth off
mép1 accent indicates that this preposition
takes a preceding object.

TOAoua —aTtos TO ~ TOALS

ToAitns —ou 6 citizen

TPodES ~ TPodoU

TTOAIS ~ OIS

TUAN —1s 1) gate

TUPYwHa —aTos T6 tower

oiya silently

olydow be silent

OTévw groan

TdAas —awa —av wretched

ppYayua —atos Té snorting, neighing



