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of the newiv-rich, you say ot once to yoursel# “His linea
nave been cast in plensant places.”

To eay that & man's sphere of usefulness 18 in direct
ratio with his ability to 011 it may scond somewhat
mxlomntie, yet it Is ooe of thoze truthes not olways Bufll-
ciently self-evigent, Mr. Francis i8 & wealthy man, bul
hig wealih does not permit bim to be Idla, In addition
{6 the many roclal functiouws Mre. Froocie and himeelf
gre called wpon to take part in, be has many busloess
duties to discharge. He la a director of the Farmers” and
Morchants” Bank, vice-preaident of the Chamber of
Commeres, ¥ice-prosident of the Assoclated Charities,
vice-president of the Froe Harbor League, & director of the
Hernld Pablishing Company, a2 memberof the Jonathan
Clul, of the Bunset Ciub amd of the California Club. To
all of these be devotea attentlom, while the projectora of
overy new movement, political or social, endeavor to en-
Nat him In its behalf. He took an sctive nnd prominent
part in the last Presidential campatgn ms o member of
the Exccutive Committes of the Business Men's Spund-
Money Club, while at the same time discharging the
pleasing but oot less onerous dulles of president of La
Fiesta do Los Angeles

Another prominent incident was his nomlnation Inst
year, by the League for Better Clty Government for
Muoyor of Los Angoles, This league wae composed of 4500
voters of the best and most conservative element in the.
city, and who were interested in having municipal af-
falrs condpcted bonesily, efficlently snd ecomomically.
Flattering as was the nomlpstion, Mr. Francls declined
ft, statlng his reasons for doing eo; mevertheless it wos
an honor of which he has reason to feel prowd.

Mr., Francls returned some two monihs ngo from an-
other of his parfodical trips to Europe, upon which he
was necompanied by Mrs. Franels, They were abesnt
seven months, durkng which they visited ewery place of
interest from the Glant's Causewany to the shores of the
Adriatle, maklng thelr lopgest stays in Loadon, Parls,
Reme and Madreid. In these cities they bad the
pleasure of mecting many of the most promi-
pent etetesmen of Euwrope, and ot Rome they en-
Joyed the honor and pleasure of being reccived In private
nudlence by the Pope. Bat, notwithstanding all
these plessures, Mr. Francis returned to Los Angsles
mare convinced than ever that Southern Callformiz is
the most delightful eountry on which the sun ghimes.
He was also credited at the time with the statemont
that the flests of Los Angeles had done more to make
the ndvaninges of this part of the world better known
thrgughout all Europe, then ooy other one thipg A
fart, by the way, that §s worth noting,

GRIFFITH 1. GRIFFITH.

05 ANGELEE 1a well knowa for the intelligens
Lurgn-tna and energy of Its eitizens. Among t:lu:q;f :::

man Who, while the eity wae atill in ita infaney” fore-
saw the possibilities that Los Angeles, with ita rich
and frultful back country, presegted for the estallish-
ment of comforieble homes, the acquisition of wealth
apd the bullding vp of & great elty. They were men hav-
ing & conviction, with p stroog, well-founded belief in it
and i their abllity Lo do what they believed was pos-
sible to be dooe, and they set about dofog it The coliapes
of the great 1BET boom d4id not shoke their falth, impalc
thelr stendfastness ol purposs, nor coose them to turn
nalde from ibe work they had entered on—and which
was nothing Jess than maklog Los Angeles one of the

gtrong citles of Amerien, the metropolis of tho grest

Southwest. How well they have pucceeded In delng this
needs oo enlargement here; the ety of Los Angeles, with
its popolation of over 100,000, Its buslness thoroughfares,
handeome buildlogs, municlpal improvements, means of
ropld-tranaportation, and multipliclty of business enter-
prisen, tells the story wmore eloquently thon enn be adi-
pated or words convey. W

Such mer” &re termed “bulldars of clitfes™ ang they
aro rightly named. Los Angeles I8 fortunale i the pos-
gesslon of many such, and among them thero I8 nons
more entitléd to recognltfon than Grifith J. Grifith, No

GRIFFITH J. GRIFFITH.

oewd o sk “Who I8 G J. Grifith?™ The lodividuality
of the man hos impressed ftself so deeply and favorably
on thin community that his pame is éven as a “house-
Bbold word."”

Wers you going to make n pon portralt of him you
would 626 & man somewhat under the average holght, in
the prime of life, of well-knit, muscular fmme, Alto-
gether a powerfully bullt men, one whom the avermge
footped would not be disposed to ilake libertles with.
Heen, dark eyos rest on you, but with sach mn open,
frank look a4 to inspire confidence, while the clenr ring-
ing laugh which Invarlably sccompunies Lhe story he
iz telling proclalms a man who enjoys every moment of
bis existence. In the guiet tone, always well but never
“logdly” dressed, the easy, unaflectod manoer, and the
entire abeence of “pose,” you discern one “famillar with
the world,” and whose cirenmstances are such as to par-
mit him to be at peace with it. In his composition—that
of & broad, genercus nature-——cyniclém has oo plece,
Free ppoken and ready to belleve, his confidenca in
others may have at times been abusad, but while that
may bave had the effect of making bim a lictie more
cautious in the selectlon of those in whom be reposed
confidence, It.has utterly falled to sour his diepositlonm
or eaues him to view with any eynleal doubting a bellef
I thie good faith of hig fellow-men.

Nor I8 there anyihiog of the ascetlc about him. A
penerous liver, he 8 willing to make avery good use of
God's gifts to man, but uowilling to abese thoem. A
member of all the leading clubas, he i3 slso n lover of
good horses, as hiz well-matched team bears witnesa,
Ha s fond of all out-door amuscments, & good theater-
goor, and “fArst nlghts” of any prominent attractions ot
opers or playhouse arge as certaln to find Mr, and Mrs,
Griffith in their places aa that the curtain rises,

He waa born in 1852 in Glamorganshire, Wales, near
Cordiff. and not far from the celebreoted “Vale of Glam-
orgat.” When still a mere lad he eame with one of his
uncles to the United States, After attending for & num-
ber of yeurs the public schoola at Ashland and Danville,
in Penosylvania, be went to Plitaburgh, where he ob-
talned his Orst employment. From there he went to Phil-
adelphia to take the position of press representative of
e sl iTa Tames A w ad Fhal sl

f Unconscionaly, however, bLis star duoring those years
was petting to the westword. He sought a mewer and
more produstive ficld, and In 1573 come to Callfornis.
His first eecupation in this State was that of mining
reporter on (he Alta, that old Son Frapclsco newspeper
the remembrames of which 18 8o dearly cherlshed by
all otd Californlaops. As mining reportar ha acquired
an intimate knowledge of mines and the manner in
which they were belng worked, and so closely did be
gtudy these maptters that he was Eoon recognized os ome
of the most reliable mining experts in the State. On
kome of his miniog trips he bad visited Los Angeles, and
it wns durlng one of them that he determiped to make
this city his home, He was as good as his word, for in
1882 hae came here, purchased Los Fellz Rapcho—from
which he lately dopated o public pork to this city--and
other large properties, all of which ba has improved
and made valoable. He is & man who likes lnrge proposi-
tipns, and it 18 apparently no harder for bim to handle a
huslaess matier involvisg hondreds of thousands of dol-
lars than §t 18 for some men to lock after thelr suvings-
btank necount of §20 a mooth

It s mot out of place to recall here one act of his jife,
onae that will forever andear hie name to the people af
this locality. It i3 his preseatation of o trect of land
comprising 3000 acres Lo the elty of Los Angeles for the
uses of & public park, The remembrence of that ganerous
act I stiil fresh in the public mind, It was & grand gift,
and-in making it Mr. Griffith endowed Los Angeles with
& digtinetion onjoyed by no other city—that of boing
ihe posseesnr of the largest public park in the world.
That In Itself it a fact worth noting, apart from the
intrinste valus of the glft. In making this gift an
that Br. Grifith eald was: “Keep it for the people, that
they may fnd in it & place for plenspnt resort and en-

spement.” Tho ovetl was made Lhe occasion of public
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recofnitlon, the Clty Cooneil called a specinl mesting
to acespt a donation, a resolutlon was adopled colis
veylng the themks of the people of Loa Angeles to Mr
Gridith for his princely glft, and an ordizanes wes paased
aceapting the [nnds and dedicating them in perpetuity
for the ueee of n public park.

MNor was this his coly gift to this city. Siz years
ngo ha gave lo Los Angeles all that portion of Central
avenua Iylog between Washington street and the oty
limits, also that portion of Adome street running from
San Pedro street threc-quarters of & mile enst. Besides
those donations Mr. Grifith has hern assooimted durfng
the last fiteen years with every movement looking
toward the development and improvomont of the eiby,
He was cme of the original members of ‘the Board of
Trade, he organized and directed the plonesr FPrufts
Growers" A.gmintion of Los Angeles; he took a proms
inent part in the organization of the Merchants panf
Manufacturers’ Assoclation, of which he f8 a direstor; -
wan aetive io the formaticn of the Cltizens' Leaguo—
& purely non-partisan organlzation. formed to ald io
seauring eeonomy in munieipal affairs, and & & director
of the Free Harbor Lengue, formed for the porpose of
securing the constrection of the harbor at Ban Pedro. He
made & speclal trip to Salt Lake City, driving his own
team at hls own expeénse, over the proposed route of the
rond, and which passes through Tron county in Southern
TUtah, and on his return made a report to the More
chaats and Manufacturers’ Assoelation on the the tere
ritory tributory to the road. He has also lately written
jome newspaper artleles on this Salt Lake Railway, sets
tog forth in great clearness the advantages Los ABgojes
apd the eatire southwest country would derlve from ths
construction of it. He also weat to Washington and encre
getically labored to secure additional pretection for Cali-
fornla cltrus Iruits, and other preducts of the State
He has always taken an carnest aod actlve intereal
in the delngs of the Los Angeles Chamber of Coms
merce, and has the honor of being the first and oaly
honorary member of that useful and Influential body, A

alrendy eald, be Is one of the “bulléers of the city.”

MAL GEORGF H. RONFERA LT

EORGE H. DONEBRAKE was born in Eaton, Pre
Ple covaty, (., abeol sixty years ago. His carly
years were gpent upon the ancestral farm, and at-
tending the village school two or three months each win-

ter. Yot at IT young Beoncbrake was prepored to entor
the Otterbeln Unlversity nt Westerville. In six yenrs
of hard study he wes groduated, and so proficicnt was
be in Latin and Greek, German and French, that he was
immediately elected professor of languages Lo an acad-
emy In o pelghboring town.

A mnn not possessed of great ambition would have
found encugh in the datles of this position to absaorh afl
bis energies. FProf. Bonebrake found dme simulta-
oaously to study law., Hizs law studies were carried on
under Gen, Thomas Brown, a man distinguished at the
Lar, ond aleg by {ourteen yeors' serviee In Conpresa.

When Lthe war broke cut Mr. Bonebreake Pelt that hia
conntry demanded bis serviees in the fiedd, and in 1862
he volonteered as a private in an Indiane Infantsy regi-
mant. By the close of tho war the private Lbad wan his
way to be majar of his regiment, with the brevet of
Heuténant-colonel. .

Mal. Bonebrake relurned to Indiopapolls and formped
a low partnergkip with his former [pstruetor uoder che
styte of Brown & Honebrake,

About the eame time  Mal Bonebreko married a
former schoolmate, Miss Emma Locke,

In 15860 Maj. Bouebralte began his earcer as o fAnnp-
eier, belop elected cashler of the Cltlzens’ Dank at
MNoblesville, Ind. He held this position until 1875, when
consumption attacking the health of Mrs. Donchbrake,
the family enme to Callfornla, boping the climate mizkt
reatere her. Thoe bopo was valn. The Insidious diseass
hod obtained teo firm a hold; she declined Jittle by litgle,
finally dving In accordanee wilh her roquest she was Jaid:
to rest bensalh California’s suany skies Oneof Phe mokbe



