
Most Common Ancient Greek Verbs

First Aorists

Stems in -υ

ἀκούω, ἀκούσοµαι, ἤκουσα hear
βουλεύω, βουλεύσω, ἐβούλευσα deliberate, resolve
θύω, θύσω, ἔθυσα sacrifice 
κελεύω, κελεύσω, ἐκέλευσα order 
κωλύω, κωλύσω, ἐκώλυσα prevent 
λύω, λύσω, ἔλυσα loosen, destroy 
παύω, παύσω, ἔπαυσα stop 
πιστεύω, πιστεύω, ἐπίστευσα trust, rely on, believe in 
πορεύω, πορεύσω, ἐπόρευσα carry; (mid.) go, march
φύω, φύσω, ἔφυσα and ἔφυν produce 

Contract Verbs: -έω

ἀδικέω, ἀδικήσω, ἠδίκησα commit injustice 
αἰτέω, αἰτήσω, ᾔτησα beg, ask 
βοηθέω, βοηθήσω, ἐβοήθησα help
ἐθέλω, ἐθελήσω, ἐθέλησα want 
ζητέω, ζητήσω, ἐζήτησα seek 
ἡγέοµαι, ἡγήσοµαι, ἡγησάµην lead, consider
καλέω, καλῶ, ἐκάλησα call 
κατηγορέω, κατηγορήσω, ἐκατηγόρησα accuse 
κινέω, κινήσω, ἐκίνησα move 
κρατέω, κρατήσω, ἐκράτησα rule over 
λαλέω, λαλήσω, ἐλάλησα talk, babble 
µέλλω, µελλήσω, ἐµέλλησα intend, be about to
οἰκέω, οἰκήσω, ᾤκησα dwell 
ὁµολογέω, ὁµολήσω, ὡµολόγησα agree
πλέω, πλεύσοµαι and πλευσοῦµαι, ἔπλευσα sail 
ποιέω, ποιήσω, ἐποίησα do, make 
πολεµέω, πολεµήσω, ἐπολέµησα make war 
φοβέω, φοβήσω, ἐφόβησα frighten 
φρονέω, φρονήσω, ἐφρόνησα think 

Contract Verbs: -άω

δράω, δράσω, ἔδρασα do 
ἐάω, ἐάσω, εἴασα allow 
ἐρωτάω, ἐρωτήσω, ἠρώτησα ask 
ζάω, ζήσω, ἔζησα live 
νικάω, νικήσω, ἐνίκησα conquer, defeat 
ὁρµάω, ὁρµήσω, ὥρµησα urge, hurry 
πειράω, πειράσω, ἐπείρασα try, attempt 
τελευτάω, τελευτήσω, ἐτελεύτησα finish, die 
τιµάω, τιµήσω, ἐτίµησα honor 
τολµάω, τολµήσω, ἐτόλµησα dare 
χράοµαι, χρήσοµαι, ἐχρησάµην use



Contract Verbs: -όω

ἀξιόω, ἀξιώσω, ἠξίωσα consider worthy, valuable 
δηλόω, δηλώσω, ἐδήλωσα show

Stems in –π/β/φ

βλέπω, βλέψοµαι, ἔβλεψα see, look
γράφω, γράψω, ἔγραψα write, draw 
πέµπω, πέµψω, ἔπεµψα send  
τρέπω, τρέψω, ἔτρεψα turn
τρέφω, θρέψω, ἔθρεψα feed, support, educate

Stems in –δ/ζ/θ

θαυµάζω, θαυµάσω, ἐθαύµασα be amazed 
κατασκευάζω, κατασκευάσω, κατεσκεύασα equip, supply 
κοµίζω, κοµιῶ, ἐκόµισα provide for
νοµίζω, νοµιῶ, ἐνόµισα believe, think
ὀνοµάζω, ὀνοµάσω, ὠνόµασα call by name 
πείθω, πείσω, ἔπεισα persuade 
σῴζω, σώσω, ἔσωσα save 
φράζω, φράσω, ἔφρασα tell 

Stems in -γ, -κ, -χ, and -ττ

ἁπαλλάττω, ἁπαλλάξω, ἀπήλλαξα release, deliver 
ἄρχω, ἄρξω, ἦρξα begin, lead, rule (+ gen.)

ὑπάρχω exist, be, belong to 
διδάσκω, διδάξω, ἐδίδαξα teach 
διώκω, διώξω, ἐδίωξα pursue 
δοκέω, δόξω, ἔδοξα seem 
λέγω, λέξω, ἔλεξα say, speak, report 
πράττω, πράξω, ἔπραξα do
τάττω, τάξω, ἔταξα arrange 
φυλάττω, φυλάξω, ἐφύλαξα watch, guard, defend 

Stems in –λ/ν/ρ

ἀγγέλλω, ἀγγελῶ, ἤγγειλα report, tell 
αἴρω, ἀρῶ, ἦρα raise 
ἀποκτείνω, ἀποκτενῶ, ἀπέκτεινα kill 
διαφθείρω, διαφθερῶ, διέφθειρα destroy 
κρίνω, κρινῶ, ἔκρινα judge, decide, determine

ἀποκρίνω separate; (mid.) answer, reply
µένω, µενῶ, ἔµεινα remain, stay 
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Second Aorists

Thematic

ἁµαρτάνω, ἁµαρτήσοµαι, ἥµαρτον miss, fail, make a mistake
ἀποθνῄσκω, ἀποθανοῦµαι, ἀπέθανον die

θνήσκω die
βάλλω, βαλῶ, ἔβαλον throw, hit 
εὑρίσκω, εὑρήσω, εὗρον find 
λαµβάνω, λήψοµαι, ἔλαβον take, grab; receive, get

καταλαµβάνω seize, catch up to, arrest 
ὑπολαµβάνω take up, reply, suppose

λανθάνω, λήσω, ἔλαθον escape notice of; (mid.) forget
λείπω, λείψω, ἔλιπον leave, abandon
µανθάνω, µαθήσοµαι, ἔµαθον learn 
πίνω, πίοµαι, ἔπιον drink
τέµνω, τεµῶ, ἔτεµον cut 
φεύγω, φεύξοµαι, ἔφυγον flee, run away 

Athematic

ἁλίσκοµαι, ἁλώσοµαι, ἑάλων be captive
βαίνω, βήσοµαι, ἔβην walk, come, go

συµβαίνω happen, agree, result 
γιγνώσκω, γνώσοµαι, ἔγνων know, learn, think 

Passive Aorist as Intransitive

ἀποκρίνοµαι, ἀποκρινοῦµαι, ἀπεκρίθην answer 
βούλοµαι, βουλήσοµαι, ἐβουλήθην want, prefer 
δύναµαι, δυνήσοµαι, ἐδυνήθην be able, can
πορεύοµαι, πορεύσοµαι, ἐπορεύθην go, march 
φαίνω, φανῶ, ἐφάνην appear
χαίρω, χαιρήσω, ἐχάρην be happy, say hello 

-µι Verbs

ἀπόλλυµι, ἀπολῶ, ἀπώλεσα kill, destroy 
stem: ἀπο + ολ- 

δείκνυµι, δείξω, ἔδειξα show
stem: δεικ- 

µίγνυµι, µίξω, ἔµιξα mix 
stem: µιγ- 

δίδωµι, δώσω, ἔδωκα give 
stem: δω- 
ἀποδίδωµι, ἀποδώσω, ἀπέδωκα give back 
παραδίδωµι, παραδώσω, παρέδωκα hand over, deliver

ἵηµι, ἥσω, ἧκα  throw 
stem: ἥ- 
ἀφίηµι, ἀφήσω, ἀφῆκα let go, allow, forgive  

ἵστηµι, στήσω, ἔστησα/ἔστην stand 
stem: στη- 
καθίστηµι, καταστήσω, κατέστησα/κατέστην set down, establish
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τίθηµι, θήσω, ἔθηκα put, make 
stem: θη- 
προστίθηµι, προσθήσω, προσέθηκα add to

φηµί, φήσω, ἔφησα say
stem: φη- 

Mixed Stems

ἄγω, ἄξω, ἤγαγον lead, bring, pass (time)
αἱρέω, αἱρήσω, εἷλον (stem ἑλ-) take, grasp; (mid.) choose

ἀναιρέω raise up; kill, destroy  
ἀφαιρέω take from, take away 

ἁλίσκοµαι, ἁλώσοµαι, ἑάλων be captive
stem: ἁλ-
Note: The above cluster is all related in meaning as follows:

Active: αἱρέω, αἱρήσω, εἷλον means “take” “capture” etc. 
Middle: αἱρέοµαι, etc., means “take for oneself” = “choose”   
Passive: ἁλίσκοµαι, ἁλώσοµαι, ἑάλων serves as passive of αἱρέω 

ἐλαύνω, ἐλῶ (-α contract), ἤλασα march 
ἔρχοµαι, ἐλεύσοµαι, ἦλθον (stem ἐλθ-) come, go  
ἔχω, ἕξω and σχήσω, ἔσχον (stem σχ-) have, hold, be (imperfect: εἶχον)  

Note: Despite final appearances, all these stems derive from one root, which is 
roughly σεχ-. 

Present: σεχ- = ἐχ- 
Imperfect: ἐσεχ- = εἶχον  
Future: σεχσ- = ἑξ- notice the rough breathing (ἑ-) here. 
Future: σεχ + σ- = σχησ- strictly speaking has “aorist aspect” and refers to 

“getting hold of” something as a single action in the future. 
Aorist: ἐ + σεχ- = ἐσχ- 

παρέχω provide
λέγω, ἐρῶ, εἶπον (stem ἐπ-) say, speak, report 
µιµνήσκω, µνήσω, ἔµνησα remind 
ὁράω, ὄψοµαι, εἶδον (stem ἰδ-) see

imperfect: ἑώραον = ἑώρων   
πάσχω, πείσοµαι, ἔπαθον suffer, experience  
πίπτω, πεσοῦµαι, ἔπεσον fall 
τίκτω, τέξοµαι, ἔτεκον give birth 
τρέφω, θρέψω, ἔθρεψα feed, support, educate 
τυγχάνω, τεύξοµαι, ἔτυχον happen (+participle ), meet (+gen) 
φέρω, οἴσω, ἤνεγχον (stem ἐνεγχ-) carry, bring

διαφέρω spread, differ
συµφέρω benefit, profit

Middle Aorist

αἰσθάνοµαι, αἰσθήσοµαι, ᾐσθόµην perceive 
ἀφικνέοµαι, ἀφίξοµαι, ἀφικόµην come to, arrive at
γίγνοµαι, γενήσοµαι, ἐγενόµην happen, become, be born 
δέχοµαι, δέξοµαι, ἐδεξάµην welcome
ἕποµαι, ἕψοµαι, ἑσπόµην follow
ἐργάζοµαι, ἐργάσοµαι, ἠργασάµην work 
ἐρωτάω, ἐρήσοµαι, ἠρόµην ask 
ἡγέοµαι, ἡγήσοµαι, ἡγησάµην lead, consider
κτάοµαι, κτήσοµαι, ἐκτησάµην get, acquire
µάχοµαι, µαχοῦµαι, ἡµαχεσάµην fight 
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πυνθάνοµαι, πεύσοµαι, ἐπυθόµην learn, hear, inquire
σκέπτοµαι/σκοπέω, σκέψοµαι ἐσκεψάµην look at, examine 
χράοµαι, χρήσοµαι, ἐχρησάµην use 

Defective

-----, βιώσοµαι, ἐβίων live
δεῖ it is necessary (impersonal verb)
δέδοικα/δέδια fear
διαφέρει it makes a difference 
δοκεῖ it seems (best) to (+ dat.) (impersonal verb)
εἰµί, ἔσοµαι be, exist 

πάρειµι be present 
ἔοικα resemble, seem (impersonal verb)
-----, ἐρήσοµαι, ἠρόµην ask 
ἥκω, ἥξω come, arrive
κεῖµαι lie (= perf. pass. of τίθηµι)
οἶδα know 
οἴοµαι, οἶµαι parenthetical “I think” 
πάρεστι it depends on (+ dat.)
συµφέρει it is useful 
χρή it is necessary (impersonal verb)
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