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AS THE FSTABLISHED RTLIGION of the country, the
Church of Englind held calm bue powerlul sway

over mational life. s bishops, many of wham were

telaced co the ruling familics, sat in the House of

“A DULL SEEMONT BY
JOHMN COLLETT — MARY
CRAWFORD WOULD

ENJOY THE JOKE.

Lords. The universities and encowed schools were

under s exclusive control. Its parish churches were
well-attended and its clergymen, with a few excep

tions, were respected and inlluendal in their local

comununites. The doctriness of the Church of

Englind were unguestioned by all bur a riny
minority. The prudent, pragmarcic maorality it
preached, based an reason rather than revelation, and
not o difficult to follow, was a significan
factor in creating a quicscent and cohesive sociely.

Mevertheless there were subele changes going on
in the coclesiastical world curing Jane Austen's
lifetine, A cenmury of Georgian laxity was coming
to an end, 1o be replaced by Vicrorian piery that
would 1 turn lase for a hundeed years. As the
daughrer and sister of clergymen, and as a woman
to whom religion was persanally important, she

registered these changes with deep interest.

[ncomes and patronage

The Church of England in the eighteenth century
was stocked with men who looked o i for 3 means
of velihood rather than a vacarion. It is significant
that in Jane Austen’s world parishes were frequenthy
referred to as “livings”, as if they only existed to
provide somebady with an income for life.
Younger sons were frequently intended for the
church long before their personal inclinations could
he known, sitply becanse it was a way of providing

for them. Though conswicntious parish priests

undoubtedly existed — Mr Austen was surely ane of

them — it was possible for a clergyman to do very
lirtle work — or even none, il he emploved a curate,
Mary Crawford describes such men: “A clergmyman
has nothing to do but be slovenly and selfish = read
the newspaper, watch the weather, and quarre] with
his wile, His curate does all the work, and the
business of his own life 15 to dine”

The standard of living enjoved by clerpyinen

varied enormously. Bishops could earn as much as




PR pa. At the other end ofF the scale were

curaces doing

all the work of the parish in the
absence of the incumbent, and earming barely more
than 50 pa. Most country parsons had a stipend
ol a Ir_"l.'l. |||_|r]l._||l.,'l,,| I_"I_I.Illl_i.'\-I 'U.IJI'. II ROINLL WWCTe ||.I".i|.' 4 ]
augment, like Mr Austen, with weaching or farnung
Ihe glebe land attached to a rectory, by enabling
vegetables po be grown, was a valuable part of a
i |:_'r!_-|:. AN S FESOUTEes _|.:|I'|'.' Austen does not often
eive her clerpvimen s meomes, but we krverwe that the
Delatord iving which Colone] Brandon presents oo
Edward Fermrs 1 worth 02300 pa whle at Marnshield
Parsonage 12r Grane emjovs an mcome of very little
|._'-- I_||.||| a I|:|l||-..:|-.| a4 Ker

Jane Austen’s own clerical brothers
had widely different meomes. James
eventually  held three livings,
atnouniing oo __,-:_| . He
turned down a |.I"\-:,JITII itrer
much heart-scarchang. Henry,
falling back on the church tor
a livehhood after his bank had
fH1H get

pothing better than the curacy

Gatled, in could

ke,

of Chawton at £34, 125, ¢
Pluralism — having the care of

maore than one parish — which was to

be frowned on later, was common i chis

F-ur]-:l._l S0 owas absenresisim, In 1809, of 11,194

imcumbents in England. 7.338 were nop-resident,
Sometimes the absentee had a private income besides
his sopend and preterred to bve as a gentenan of
letsure, More often, madequate stpends encouraged
a parson to hold wiore than onc wnefice
Obtaming a biving was net a mager of becoming
ordained and then applying 1o some central body
for a vacancy: The cathedrals, the universities and the
Crown all had '.'.'-.Illgu s L':'.‘.|.‘l.l*-l.' of. but the great
majority were the gilt of private landowners. Some
clergymen. like Edmund Bertram and Henry Tiloey,
know there 15 a tamuly living reserved tor them

Cdthers have o artrace the goodwill of a patron. as

Mr Collins does of Lady Cathenine, with the
2 I . |

comscquent  obsequiousness thar marks all his
dealings with her

5-'.||:n11|_|_:_-'-;_ e Pols, _-'.1!'.|| s, absenrecism, lack
of independence trom the andbolder — taken for
pranced in Jane Austen’s world, these were amonyg
which a movement within the

the abarses 15w

church sought 1o Pefor

The Evangelicals

Toward the end of the I.':_ul:h'{'lll.."l CUTITLIEY the evan-
gelical movement sought to bring spiritualiny back to

a chureh that had become materalste and

complacent. it not corrupt. As well as a
call for hagher standards of personal
morality, the Evangehcals encour
.._L"n| |:|||1||' :|.'.|-.|||:5-_'|. ||:l.||:'|||!;'_
and evening Faly  pravers,
grace betore mieals, and Sunday
observance. Personal comver-
don and salvarion by faich

WOTD IS INCSsaE ctarhisiaso
preachimg and pastoral work s
methods of stirring up congrega-

nons oo a more spiritual lite.

m ranomaliny and the essennally private
narune of religious feeling, was wary of such enthusiasim.
which she suspected of being false or exaggemated cmo-
roe, =1 do not hke che |'.'-.'.il‘:a'_-'.']'_r.l]x." shie staed Baldly
m TR By 1814, however, she was largely won round.
E [l;,': (M b RS |'l._"\-|;,'|"|.'.||ii_'l|: WA rIE.Ir I"';'IZII“'I'.' '“:i'll.l'.ll.I‘I. I"'l:' ;_'|'.'||||
mely converted trom within, not swayved by eloguent
speakers: ¥l am by no means convinced,” she wroee,
“that we ought not all to be Evangelicals, & am at least
persuaded thar they who are so from Reason and
Fechng, st be happest & safest™ In Persaesions Sundin,
travelling s a sign of Mr Elhots mord Leaty but in the
carher Norhanger Abbey even the dergyman Henry
Tilney travels on a Sunday wichout its seeming wrong,

s rach had .|.1:'|l.' Ansten’s o deas |.'|:|.lll!"_l.'|.].
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Ar first Jane Austen, with her belief

JAME ‘s BROTHER, THE
REVEREND HEMRY
AUSTEN, WHO BECAME
A CLERLGYMAM

LATE EM LIFE.



