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ernained capable of great tenderness of heart —
-oward her family, toward the creatures of her
magination  but her acute eritical Faculoes were
1sed now to confront not the absurdities of
itcratare, bur che the real and sometimes painful
acts of existence,

In the final, fultilled vears of her hife she managed
o regain much of her old equilibrium and
sontentment, though the new sombreness of spirit
was not far beneath, Her niece Anna Austen Lefroy
emembered her in maturicy as being less uniformly
sheerful than her siscer. Mot a moody woman, she

was nevertheless capable of ditferent moods;

.-'n';'.' |I.'||‘5|I||'||I'| |ll.'l'|'l': SENET ._1_r' the ridivedmes dnclived ber 1o II.'!IH_'r'

welle m
vait e iniling comenernlas of mopraey bife, whotber s
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regeeriledd pooply o rbings; et ste wowrr plased witn ifs s

duafaes or respoosthilites — wihon S5 wats grave sy was s i

Lhis is what we would expect of a woman who

thought deeply abour life,

Jane Austen and
ber beroines

Although all the heroines are highly individual and
none 15 an artempt ac sclf-portmaiture, some do
possess characreristics and arnmades chat seem to
derive from their author

Erzapitil BENNET: "It was her business ra he
satisfied — and certainly her temper w0 be happy”
Witry, spiriced Elizabech Bennet has more of the
vouthiul Jane Austen in her than any other heroine.
“Ae delightful a creamare as ever appeared in prine,”
was her author’s verdicr.

Eranaa WoopHouse: A mind lively and at ease, can
do with seeing nothing and will see noching which
docs  nor  answer” By giving  a  playtul
unagination o her fanltr heroine Bmma, Jane Austen
eprlores seanething of her owm novelist's cast al mind,

Jane Austen called Bmma *a heroine whom no-one

bur myself wall much like”  though readers do.

Anme Eruor: “Saved as we all are by some
comtortable :tnt-f.nl!__f_ -:_||'x||r'u,=|".|:'||'1l_'_u [resim ‘.‘-.'I‘-:l'llr‘lg fo
the possibility ol exchange, she would nor have
given up her own more elegant and cultivared mand
for all their enjoyments.” This 15 not arrogance, 1t 15
proper sclf-csteem, in which |ane Austen’s muost

mature heroine — thongh “almost oo good for me.”

— surely resembles her creacor,

JANME AUSTEN "% MIDCL
AMMA LEFRODY WHO
CHEHISHED ¥IVID
RECOLLECTIONS

OF HER AUNT.

ANNE TLLTOT, WIHOAE
“CLEGANCE QT MIND
AND SWEETKHESS OF
CHARACTER" BRESEMBLE

JAMNE AUSTEM.



