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Science and Tech eyes the Internet

The Faculty of Science an dTechnology
is paving the way for electronic com-
munication among Mount Royal Col-
lege, its students and the world.

At present, the Faculty is testing a
new “Internet module” on its compu-
ter bulletin board system (BBS), af-
fording access to the global informa-
tion highway.

According to Steve Swettenham,
Instructional Assistant in Lab Stores
and Assistant Manager, an Internet
link is a logical evolution of the Fac-
ulty of Science and Technology BBS
in its goal to supply instructors and
students with information and a means
of communicating locally and glo-
bally. What started as the Enviro BBS
quickly caught on with members of
related departments and has now be-
come integral to the Faculty’s opera-
tion, thanks to the collaborative vi-
sion of Bruce Horrey, Dennis Leask,
Dr. Tom MacAlister, Ray Sloan and
Dr. Gordon Williams. Instructors can
make use of the system via the LAN or
by the phone system using a modem.

The Faculty of Science and Tech-
nology BBS, like dozens of other BBSs
in Calgary, can be reached by anyone
with a computer, a modem and com-
munication software. While other
BBSs focus on entertainment or social
exchange, the Science and Technol-
ogy BBS is academic in nature, focus-
ing on areas like environmental stud-
ies, chemistry, biology, aviation and
computer science. By dialling 240-
6785 or 240-6786 from their comput-
ers, community members can explore
its most general levels. But the sys-
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tem’s real vision lies in student-in-
structor communication from any-
where in Calgary orthe world, twenty-
four hours a day, all year round.

“It's an all-in-one package for e-
mail, file transfer, teleconference as
well as many on-line applications,”
said Swettenham, who set up the sys-
tem and operates it. Students can ac-
tually “upload” their assignments to
an instructor’s account on the BBS
from home, and can complete ques-
tionnaires or exams.

With the proposed Internet module
on the BBS, the Faculty’s students will
have access to the Internet and its
wealth of scientific information. As
well, the new module offers the po-
tential of virtual toll-free access to the
BBS, via “telnet” on the Internet, from
anywhere in the world.

Extending a portion of the College
onto the Internet represents a bold
step toward the future of educational
and its delivery, said Swettenham.
The move is a deliberately cautious
one. Co-operation within the College
is central to the system’s feasibility, he
said, involving input from Informa-
tion Systems and the Academic De-
velopment Centre, for example. The
success of the new module will de-
pend upon the test results, technical
realities and decisions about student
use of MRC's Internet link.

“It's a new avenue we're about to
explore, onestep atatime. The gradual
development of the system maintains
its integrity.”

Swettenham said the BBS provides
his Faculty with “extended contact.
Now we have community contact,
and soon, world contact”. PH

Steve Swettenham runs ... the Faculty of Science and Technology BBS using
donated software called The Major BBS, a program chosen for its flexibility, ease
of use and powerful capabilities afforded by a modular design. The BBS runs on
a standard 486 PC (left), with a parallel system (right) used for education,
development and backup. Two modems provide the off-campus link, allowing
20 individuals to use the system at once. The BBS also features “key test
generating” software and self-contained electronic “books” to support student
learning on the Internet.

and Christmas go hand-in-hand. Here are two examples
of the Parade of Neo-Gingerbread Showhomes—MRC'’s Interior Design Student
Society and Interior Design Advisory Committee’s joint fund-raising venture.
The houses are currently on display at the north end of Banker’s Hall on the Plus
15 and Plus-30 levels until Dec. 17. A silent auction of the houses will be held
throughoutthe display with afinal “active” bidding hour from 1 to 2 p.m.on Dec.
17. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.”

Gingerbread houses ...
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MRC News is published to serve the information needs of the College community. It is dedicated to
providing news and information about events, people and issues of concern and interest to its constituents
in order to promote institutional awareness and understanding.

MRC News is published thly, September to May, by Public Affairs and Development, Mount Royal College, 4825
Richard Road S.W., Calgary, AB T3E 6K6; phone (403) 240-6359; FAX (403) 240-5938.

Editor-in-Chief: Hunter Wight, 240-6049
Senior Writer: Patrick Hammond, 240-6003
Editor: Cathy Nickel, 240-6005

Calendar Writer: Terence Little, 240-6359
Production Editor: Rae Haaland, 240-6656

Editorial responsibility for MRC News rests with the Editor-in-Chief, under policy established by the Board of Governors.
Views expressed or implied do not necessarily reflect official College policy. Letters and written submissions are welcome
and must include the author's name and phone number, Publication is subject to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief with
respect to appropriateness, accuracy, propriety and length. Articles may be reprinted freely with appropriate credit to MRC
News. Advertising is accepted; rates available on request. .
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Mount Royal College is a public community c primary mission is to promote education and
training of a consistently high quality to adults, through academic programs and activities that are
responsive to the current and evolving community needs of Calgary and region.




