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Student step-by-step guide 

How to use English-corpora.org 

Log in on english-corpora.org. 

Select “Overview”. 

You now see a list of corpora. Choose the News on the Web (NOW) corpus. 

Change your search settings from “List” to “Collocates”. 

 

Type the word you want to investigate further into the search box labelled “Word/phrase”. 

Select a particular POS (Part of Speech) or insert a star (*) to search for all word classes. 
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You can specify the distance between the analyzed word and its collocates with the help of 

the bar of numbers underneath. The colored box (dark blue) between the zeros represents the 

searchword; the numbers on the left represent the collocates preceding the word; the numbers 

on the right represent the collocates that follow the word. 

 

Next up is adjusting “Options”. 

Change “Group by Words” into “Group by Lemmas”. 

 

Now click on “Find collocates” to start your search. 
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Select a collocate from the list to examine the meaning of the neologism. 

 

When you click on the number next to the example, the interface will show you a larger 

excerpt of the article featuring the neologism and the chosen collocate. 
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Use the navigation bar at the top of the website. 

 

Go back to “Frequency” and look at other collocates to confirm your theories on the meaning 

of the neologism. 
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