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Commas in Argumentative Writing I 

In the following table, you can see sentences containing one or more commas. The sentences, or so-

called concordance lines, have been collected using the British National Corpus. This means that 

these sentences stem from a range of different academic texts that present authentic language use. 

Tasks: 

1. a) Examine the concordance lines and identify patterns of comma placement in academic 

writing. In each sentence, the comma in question is highlighted. 

b) Deduce comma rules from the sentences.  

(Hint: Are there specific words or constructions that require a comma? Where exactly is the 

comma placed?) 
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Use this part of the worksheet to formulate rules: 
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