
What is a Scholarly Article? 

Many instructors at the college level require that you use scholarly articles as sources 
when writing a research paper. Scholarly or peer-reviewed articles are written by 
experts in academic or professional fields. They are excellent sources for finding out 
what has been studied or researched on a topic as well as to find bibliographies that 
point to other relevant sources of information.  

How can you determine if your article is scholarly and/or peer reviewed?  

1. Consult the chart.  

The chart on the next page lists the general criteria for determining what type of 
periodical article you have. Keep in mind that some articles do not meet all the criteria. 
When in doubt, consult a Reference Librarian or your instructor.  

2. Limit your database search to academic, scholarly, or peer reviewed journals.  

Many databases allow you to limit your search to academic, scholarly, or peer reviewed 
journals (terminology varies between databases). Although limiting provides a 
preliminary filter, not all articles within a scholarly journal are scholarly, so you will need 
to evaluate each article individually against the criteria in the chart.  

3. Ask a Librarian  

A librarian at Legacy Library can help you find a scholarly article or determine whether 
an article you have is scholarly. Get help in person at the Reference Desk on the 1st  
floor of the library.  

4. Are “peer reviewed” and “scholarly” the same thing?  

Peer reviewed journals require that articles are read and evaluated by experts in the 
field before they are accepted for publication. Although most scholarly articles are 
refereed or peer reviewed, some are not. Generally, instructors are happy with either 
peer reviewed or scholarly articles, but if your article HAS to be peer-reviewed, you will 
need to find that information in the front of the journal or in the online reference for the 
journal. If you need help with how to find that information, ask a librarian. 
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