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United States justice reform: needless or necessary?
A force to reckon with. (2016, May 23). America, 214(18), 5. Retrieved April 4, 2022 from
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A454362195/PPCJ?u=cazc_main&sid=bookmark-PPCJ&xid=c1da5db7
This article discusses the police department in Chicago and the irrefutable evidence of racism within the department. It highlights how statistics show that minorities and people of color are more often physically and verbally abused, arrested, and/or detained without reason. The article is relevant because in addition to prisons needing to be reformed, the entire justice system starting with police departments needs reform as well. It is a credible source because it is found in the Gale OneFile Criminal Justice database and contains quotes from individuals within the task force and government.
A solitary scandal. (2013, March 18). America, 208(9), 5. Retrieved April 4, 2022 from
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A323419402/PPCJ?u=cazc_main&sid=bookmark-PPCJ&xid=c1615f44
This article examines the ethical concerns regarding solitary confinement, which is the act of confining an inmate 23-24 hours a day with little to no human contact. This is a widespread practice within United States prisons. Solitary confinement is meant to be used as a punishment for prisoners who exhibit unruly behavior and need to be separated from others for safety purposes. However, even non-violent and minor infractions are resulting in solitary confinement for prisoners. Although it is meant to be an effective strategy, solitary confinement actually causes extreme emotional and mental distress and has even resulted in suicides. It is not truly rehabilitating violent offenders. This article is relevant because it discusses one of the inhumane processes that exist within United States prisons and how it needs to be addressed. It is a credible source because it can be found in the Gale OneFile Criminal Justice database and also shares information and quotations from doctors. 
Kiser, D. (2022, March 31). Senators debate prison reform in Nebraska legislature. 8 ABC. Retrieved April 4, 2022, from https://www.klkntv.com/senators-debate-prison-reform-in-nebraska-legislature/
This article goes over the current situation in Nebraska in regard to prison reform. The prisons in Nebraska are severely overpopulated. Those in support of the bill want to reduce mandatory minimums and increase eligibility for parole, especially for non-violent felons. Other lawmakers believe that the solution is building a new prison because more space is needed. This article is relevant because it shows this is a current controversial issue in our country that urgently needs to be addressed. It is credible because it has been posted by a popular news outlet and contains direct quotes from the state senator. 
Mandatory minimum sentences. (2013, November 11). Issues and Controversies. Retrieved April 4, 2022, from https://icof.infobase.com/articles/QXJ0aWNsZVRleHQ6MTY0MjE=.
This article discusses mandatory minimum sentences in the United States justice system. It is argued that mandatory minimums are driving prison overpopulation. They also are hurting families, especially Black Americans, as well as the taxpayers who fund the US prison system. On the other hand, supporters of mandatory minimums argue that they keep crime rates down and criminals off the streets longer. This source is relevant because it highlights another issue within the United States justice system that needs to be addressed via a reform, and it also examines the opposing viewpoints. It is credible because it can be found in the Issues and Controversies InfoBase, and shares statistics from credible institutions.
McGivern, K., & Walser, A. (2022, February 17). Lawmakers consider major prison reforms during the Legislative Session. ABC Action News. Retrieved April 4, 2022, from  https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/local-news/i-team-investigates/crisis-in-corrections/lawmakers-consider-major-prison-reforms-during-legislative-session
This article discusses the current situation in Florida in regard to prison reform. Lawmakers are fighting for a major reform due to overfunding and overpopulation, as well as lack of medical care and inhumane conditions for inmates. The bill they are attempting to pass is proposing shorter sentences for non-violent offenders, as well as early releases for prisoners with good behavior. The article also discusses the high population of elderly inmates who need ongoing medical care and the expense it is incurring for the government. This information is relevant to the subject because it discusses the current need for justice reform as well as the potential benefits if a reform is enacted. The article is reliable because it shared on a trusted news outlet and provides quotes from government officials. 
Ragusea, S. A. (2022, March 31). Prisons and the mentally ill. The Daily Item. Retrieved April 4, 2022, from https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/prisons-and-the-mentally-ill/article_e9fa25ea-b012-11ec-88af-2bd05341fb7b.html
This article discusses how a large population of prisoners are mentally ill. It highlights the idea that rather than imprisoning people with obvious mental health issues or substance abuse issues, the United States should use tax dollars to fund more substance abuse and rehabilitation programs rather than build more prisons. It is relevant because it highlights once again how the United States is over-sentencing and overpopulating prisons. It also shows how there is a lack of humanity when it comes to dealing with the mentally ill. It is credible because it is written by a clinical psychologist. 
Reimer, N. L. (2021). PRISON BRAKE: RETHINKING THE SENTENCING STATUS QUO. American Criminal Law Review, 58(4), 1585+. Retrieved April 4, 2022 from https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A672174824/LT?u=cazc_main&sid=bookmark-LT&xid=23e8e22a
This article discusses issues of humanity within United states prisons. The writer explores the dehumanizing treatment within prisons, as well as the complete lack of freedom and liberty prisoners experience. It speaks about the harsh and excessive sentences that are common in our country, and how families are harmed as a result. It discusses how mandatory minimum sentences do not consider the individuals background, age, their capacity to change, or other factors that could make the sentence fairer and more reasonable. It is relevant because it highlights once again how the sentencing guidelines within the United States need a complete reform, and how prison conditions need to be improved. It is a credible source because it can be found in the Gale OneFile LegalTrac database and is written by a lawyer with experience.
Revising Sentences: Prosecutors are working toward the release of the longest-serving inmates. (2021). ABA Journal, 107(5), 50. Retrieved April 4, 2022 from https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A690034785/LT?u=cazc_main&sid=bookmark-LT&xid=5c046c1a
	This article discusses how in the United States, sentences can often be lengthy and excessive. It goes over the three-strike law and how advocates have worked to resentence individuals who were unjustly wronged by laws in place at the time of their crime. It provides an example of someone who years later was able to be resentenced. It is relevant because it discusses a need for a reform in sentencing and the need for sentences to better fit the crimes committed. It is credible because it is found in the Gale OneFile LegalTrac database, was published by the American Bar Association, and shares information from lawyers and state attorneys.
Roth, A. (2020). Insane: America's criminal treatment of mental illness. Basic Books.
This book written by Alisa Roth discusses the treatment of those who are mentally ill within prisons in the United States. It discusses the cruel treatment and abuse of prisoners who need mental health care by workers behind prison walls. It highlights the lack of care and medical attention that prisoners may experience. It is relevant because it emphasizes the need for more humane treatment within prisons and the need for sentencing reform as well, especially considering those with untreated mental illness. It is credible because it is written by a journalist who has witnessed these abuses and also is a Soros Justice fellow.
The Sentencing Project. (2016). Criminal Justice Facts. The Sentencing Project. 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/criminal-justice-facts/   
This article discusses statistics in regard to United States imprisonment. It is relevant to the subject because it shares how mass incarceration is a significant problem in our country. It reviews the demographics of the prison population and highlights the injustices that minorities face in this arena. It shares credible data from reliable sources such as the Bureau of Justice Statistics and the Institute for Crime and Justice Policy Research. The organization that put out this article is directed by individuals with education and experience in law, making it a credible organization from which to retrieve information.


